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great many excellent ' recommendations and a
good deal of sound philosophy that ought not to
be lost in a long-winde- d public document. Espe

shall enjoy such : special privileges as to en able,
them to extort even larger amounts from the peo-
ple. Alld tllPTA 19 iKo n4Wa joTO.An ta' aiih nC.
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Entered at R&lelxh, N. C, aa second class mall matter.
'The Most. Largely Circulated Farm Weekly
fumisnoa Between Washington ana now Or-
leans. .

tutions in the improper "expenditure of campaign
.funds, however obtained. "No one defends or
excuses corruption," says President Roosevelt,
"and it would seem to follow that none would op-
pose vigorous measures to eradicate it. I recom-
mend; the enactment of a law; directed against
bribery and corruption in Federal elections. The

cially notable are his recommendations for regu-
lating railroad; rates and prohibiting rebates, for
preventing- - fraud in elections, for publishing the
list - of contributors to campaign funds, and for
better naturalization regulations. The rec-

ommendation for making silver dollars re-

deemable in gold created some surprise. On the
negro question President; Roosevelt has nothing
to say, and as to the tariff the same silence is
maintained. This policy the New York Outlook,
which 'believes in a radical revision of the tar
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details of such a --law may be safely left to the

iff' rgeards as wise. "The Republican Congress-
men," it says, "are flivided into three groups on

wise aiscretion oi tne --yongress, but it should in-
clude severe penalties against him who gives or
receives a bribe intended to influence his act or
opinion as an elector; and provisions for the
publication not" only of the expenditures for nom-
inations and elections of all candidates, but also
of all contributions received and expenditures
made by political committees."

CURRENT BVEITTS : THE DRIFT OF THHTGS
AS WE SEE IT. .;;v

Last week was rather, eventful, even if there
was no one incident of overshadowing, impor-
tance. Congress reassembled Monday, and on
Tuesday the President's message was read. And

. the Solons went to work with unusual prompt-
ness. Mr. Piatt, of New - York, brought in a

. surprise by introducing into the Senate a bill for
reducing Soutnern representation in the House.
The bill for increasing the powers of the Inter-Stat- e

Commerce Commission developed consider-
able opposition. The Latimer good roads bill was
reported favorably. Over at Port Arthur fighting
waxed hot and a considerable number of Russian
battleships were sunk. Our American trusts

The Philippines and Our Foreign Policy. , - :

The President' reaffirms his well-know- n views
in regard to our attitude to the Filipinos. "At

the tariff; those who oppose any change ; those
who reluctantly concede that some minor modi-
fications in schedules may. - be necessary ; and
those who believe in the adoption of a policy of
reciprocity and a material reduction of the tariff
on a certain considerable class of articles which
no longer stand in any need of protection. Any
explicit , utterance of the President now would
identify him with one or- - the otlier . of these
groups, .and it is probably a wise policy for him
to wait and see what can be done by private and
personal influence to secure something like
united action." : . "v-

were shocked by the announcement that tobacco
trust . methods may be investigated. The Mrs.
Chadwick swindling case, which is stranger than
fiction even dime novel fiction made a great
appeal to lovers of the sensational.

present '; they are utterly incapable of existing in
independence at all, or of building up a civiliza-
tion of their 6wn,"-h- e says. "I most earnestly
hope that in the end theywill be able to stand, if
not ; entirely alone, yet in some such relation to
the" United States as Cuba now stands. .

Within two years we shall be trying the experi-
ment of an elective lower house in the Philip-
pine Legislature. It may be that the Filipinos
will misuse this Legislature, and they certainly
will misuse it if they are misled by foolish per-
sons here at home into starting an agitation for
their independence." . , .. v.

' -- ie. foreign policy advocated may be summed

Fierce Fighting at Port Arthur.

A Heeded Movement for Railway Control.
To us the most gratifying -- feature of the mes-

sage is the recommendation in regard to the Inter-

-State Commerce Commission. Our giant
monopoliesthe Standard Oil Company for one
conspicuous example have nearly all been built
up by special favors from railway lines, getting
rebates, and privileges not. granted their compet-
itors. "Above all else," says the President, "we
must strive to. keep the highways ..of commerce
open to all on equal terms ; and to do this it is
necessary to put a complete stop to all rebates.
Whether the shipper or the railroad is to blame
makes no difference ; the rebate must be stopped,
the abuses of the private car and private termi

: Realizing the importance of taking the fort
Before the arrival of the Russian Baltic fleet, the
Japanese forces at Port Arthur have for days

, beenmaking a most desperate assault on the be-

sieged army. The capture of Two-Hundre- d, and
Three-Metr-e Hill involved a fearful loss of hu-
man life, but the little .brown men thought it
worth the cost. --Fifteen thousand men were lost

up, in the now famous expression, "Speak softly
and carry a big stick." A phrase ; which the
President fdidj not originate, -- but which he has
made historic is, i'the peace of Justice." A strong
navy and an efficient army he regar3s as essen-
tial to the preservation of; this peace. "It is not

--tjye7Japanesealoneand the crest of the hill
was literally torn to pieces by the bombardment! merely unwise, it is contemptible, for a-nnt-

This hill is 650 feet high, is about two miles from
the city, and seems to command the harbor. At
any rate, the Japanese fire played havoc with the

nal-trac- k and side-trac-k systems must be stopped,
and the legislation of the Fifty-eight-h Congress
which declares it to be unlawful for any person or
corporation to offer, grant,- - give, solicit, accept,
or receive any rebate, concession, or discrimina-
tion in respect of the transportation of any prop-
erty in inter-Stat- e or foreign commerce whereby
such property shall by any device whatever be

as for an individual, to use high-soundi-ng lan-
guage to proclaim its purposes, or to take posi-
tions which are ridiculous if unsupported by po-
tential force, and Jhen to refuse to provide this
force.",;-- . ;
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Miscellaneous Reccomendatlons.

The President admits that labor unions are
often beneficial, but declares that the Govern-
ment cannot recognize them the open shop must
be maintained. "Wage workers," he says, "have;
an entire right to organize and by all peaceful
and honorable means to endeavor to persuade"
their fellows to join with them in organizations.

Russian vessels last week. And if one wishes a
vivid account of what has been happening just
on the other side of the earth from us, the fol-
lowing Associated Press story, December 10th,
may interest him : .

"The assault began in the early morning with
a tremendous bombardment of the forts. For
hours the whole fortified ridge was deluged with
heavy shells. At noon the principal, line of for-
tifications was a perfect hell of bursting shrap- -
Tip! Vl Ck anaTAln . 1 0 1 .1

transported at less rate than that named in the
tariffs' published by the carrier must be enforced.

In my judgment the most important
legislative act now needed as regards the regu-
lation of corporations is this actto confer on
the Inter-Stat- e Commerce Commission the power
to revise rates and regulations, the revised rateto at once go into effect, and to stay in effect un-
less and until the court of review reverses it."

But gratifying as is. the President's utteranceon this subject, it is hummatmg to see the un-challenged announcement that the Republican
leaders in Congress have given Wall : St-e- et as-
surances that his advice will not be heeded Thepeople ought to watch theif representatives here.Those who favor allowing the railroads to extortunreasonable prices from shippers! and destroy
anti-tru- st industries, ouerht to be remembered atthe polls. -
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.
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Against Corruption in Politics. ';.'Vr -- v r --

' In one other

- ov-waw- c was ixiuro wonaenui tnan
anything previously witnessed. Through the
haze caused by the; smoke of the bursting sheila
the assaulters could be seen emerging from the
cover of the parallels, as well as swarming up
the fortified ridge at half a dozen different
points. Rifles, rapid-fir- e guns and machine guns
blazed from the Russian position, where . ad-
vances were made in the open. The men went
down by hundreds. As fast as the assaulters were
repulsed, more Japanese swarmed up, onlv to be
mowed down in turn. The Japanese paralleled
some 35 yards of the Russian trench line and an
entire regiment charged across, the men falling
by hundreds before the awful fire of the Russians.
But still more men came on over the bodies of
those who had fallen,-an- d 'by sheer weight ofnumbers they reached the trenches which they
captured at the point of the bayonet."

'
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President Roosevelt's Message." -

iney have under no circumstances the right to'
commit violence upon .those, whether capitalists
or wage-worker- s, who refuse to support their or-
ganizations, or who side with those with whom,
they, are at odds ; for mob rule is intolerable inany form." . . . . . -

Stricter immigration laws are recommended,
and legislation urged to prevent frauds in natu-
ralization.

"I especially commend to your immediate a
the encouragement of our : merchant

marine by appropriate legislation," , says th '
President : But it is to be hoped that he will notsupport the vicious ship subsidy scheme; which islikely to appear again at this session.
ion?6 Pf?osition to" told at Hampton Roads ina tricentennial celebration of the James-- 'town settlement is warmly commended,. Our Vir-gm- ia

readers ,wm ;regret to leanC however, that;?l:ioMiot:l on theproposition for a $5,000,000 appropriation. ,

trt R0Sevelt does takent- - "Great .corporations aro
argues, 0.:,corporationsc.cessfully, and such men must have great rewards.

probably very far in advance of lv rm.- -
' ' J. illsiJt PubJlcatl0 of campaign expenditures

campaign funds.One of the most serious dangers tn wiernment is the bribery of parties and administra-
tions by campaign funds-gi- ant corporationsmaking large donations to BejmbHcM'oilJSnio- -

President Roosevelt's message to Congress is
very long so long that it was probably, read infull by practically nobody except the Congress-
men, and the editors who have to comment upon
it, and by not all of these. - But it contains a expressed, that these corporations


